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country at that time, in particular, was of the kind of which the author complains. It is a reflection to
be made, that the revolutionary war had just closed, and the perilous time was past, when some of
the principal causes of the corruption then existing were abolished. But the time in which the above
declaration was written, was the period of nearly twenty years in which the foundations of political
corruption had been laid; and it is interesting to observe the effect of this, in the following
declaration. If any persons, contrary to justice or common sense, should contend, that the present
state of our government is better than that which took place under the royal government, they may
as well refuse to believe that the present day is much better than those in which monarchy was the
form of government, but to such their objection will be most properly applicable. Liberty, when
taken away, leaves no language in its place; and those who can enter into no impression of the value
of it, when it is a real blessing, are better than those who do. When it is only the name of a thing
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degree of confidence. It began in times of the most pure and unblemished morals; the character and
manners of the leaders were as much sought after as the sacrifices upon the altar. Hence no
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gang, who, under the name of republicans, for their own advantage,
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