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i have found that some of the videos on youtube and the books
i have read have not gone into great depth. i have read many
books on programming and am quite a quick learner. but some
concepts are still a mystery to me. so i started to learn a little
about vba and then found this group. i have learned a lot
about vba and the ribbon and am now able to program the
ribbons i want. i have been using the idbe ribbon creator since
i found it and i am still learning. i have used it to build a few
ribbons and it seems to work very well. i am sure that there is
something wrong but i have not yet had any good instruction
on how to use it. i have made some of my own but this is the
best resource i have found to date. there are a few things that
i have not mastered yet. i have used microsoft access for a few
years and am aware of some of the pitfalls. this tool does not
seem to have many so i can get on with creating my ribbons. i
found that it was very user friendly and the tutorials are easy
to follow. i have gone through them and made a couple of
ribbons using the tool and it seems to work well. to create a
shared ribbon: 1. add your controls to a group. to create a
group in access, use the group menu. right-click the group to
open the group properties dialog box. on the general tab, click
new. under the group name box, enter a name for the group,
for example, "my group". click ok. the group appears in the
ribbon designer. to create a group in excel, use the insert tab's
group icon. to create a group in powerpoint, use the insert
tab's group icon. add the group to your menu and include it in
your xml file. export your xml file and load it into
ribboncreator.if you want to share the ribbon with someone
else, export the ribbon xml and send it to them. they can then
import it into their database. if you want to add the group to a
menu instead of a ribbon, see the paragraph above.
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Once you have selected the template you will be presented
with the option to create a ribbon from scratch or to use it in

existing work. If you are creating a new ribbon, you are
presented with the name of the element for each menu and

button. The menu or ribbon is then split into sections, by
moving elements from one section into the next. This is very
much like organising a bookshelf. The program doesnt allow

you to move the elements around until all sections have been
created and you can then easily resize the ribbon if you decide

on the moving of an element. A lot of old word ribbons had
menus built in from the start. The whole point of those was to
give you a lot of element for free. That is of course, unless you

have 30 ribbons, which is how I usually find myself in the
office. Moving elements was fairly simple. Just drag it into the
next section. The only thing that did cause me problems, was
the conversion of tabs into buttons. As I wanted the design to
be fairly generic, I thought that the program would be able to

do this. With each click of the mouse, the program would add a
button and a setting (which can be changed to a menu). This

would be quite easy to do if the program knew what the format
of the menus was. As there are hundreds of menus and only a
few ribbons, I thought that my time was going to be wasted.

But then a better mind came to me and said that the program
has a function to check the current format of the selected

menu. If the menu is in a format that the program understands
it will be able to detect what needs to be changed into buttons,
if the format is not understood the box will be filled out with all

the elements. I now had a ribbons, that I could be pretty
confident that I could convert into any other format I needed.
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