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What to do when Python
interpreter seems to freeze? I
have a simple script which is
supposed to do a few batch

commands on a linux machine
remotely. The script is supposed
to execute 3 commands. Here

they are: #!/usr/bin/env python
import subprocess
COMMAND_LIST =

['mkdir','mkfifo', 'touch'] i = 0
while True: try: command =

COMMAND_LIST[i]
subprocess.Popen(command) i

= i + 1 except IndexError: break
It is run like this: python run.py
The issue is that for unknown
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reasons, the command seems
to freeze. The odd thing is that
the output of the command is
visible in the shell, but after a
while, it seems like it freezes.
Running commands manually

works fine. I have no ideas why
this happens, so I'm happy for
any ideas or suggestions. A: A

possible issue would be
timeout. The script stops
because it takes too long

(timeout). This can be caused
by high cpu load on the server
or by an external timeout. To

check that you could use ps: ps
-ef | grep python and see what
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gets logged. If you see
something like: python then you
have a timeout issue. If you see
a different process than python
you have a system issue (e.g.
the wrong permissions on the
files created). If you see no

logging or a different process
than the one you expect, then

there is a high cpu load issue. A:
"Running commands manually

works fine." -- but no mention of
what, precisely, is the

difference in behavior between
the "manual" commands and

the system calls in your
example. It's quite possible that
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the normal Unix
subprocess.Popen calls will

succeed while the calls in your
example will fail. The usual

mechanisms for dealing with
timeout/non-success behavior
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