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state administration of West Bengal on Wednesday

launched a counter-attack on the Trinamool
Congress government at the panchayat elections,

alleging that the opposition party had set a parallel
commission to collect the party symbol, which could
lead to a rigging of the state elections. Kolkata: The
state administration of West Bengal on Wednesday

launched a counter-attack on the Trinamool
Congress government at the panchayat elections,

alleging that the opposition party had set a parallel
commission to collect the party symbol, which could

lead to a rigging of the state elections.Opposition
leader Derek O'Brien today said the symbols were

being collected by the party management "through
parallel commissions" in four districts and the party

would act against such a move."How can you
conduct a panchayat election in a free country when

at every meeting you will have an official of the
ruling party? Here we are conducting panchayat
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elections in a free country, and you are taking your
parallel commissions," he said at a press

conference. O'Brien said that no symbol could be
used in view of the Shaharajpur incident, in which

Trinamool Congress workers allegedly shot at party
workers in Kolkata during a meeting last year. Chief

electoral officer Rajeev Kumar said the Election
Commission was already monitoring the situation

and would take any action required. "We will have to
see if a complaint is filed. We are closely monitoring
the situation," he said. The state administration has
set up a parallel commission of ST/SC/OBC leaders

to collect the party symbol, a move it said was
aimed at keeping the panchayat polls free and fair.
Three zones Four-and-a-half lakh panchayat seats
are up for grabs in the first of the two elections in
which voting will take place on November 21. The
elections will be held in four zones - North, South,

East and Central - in the three districts of North 24 P
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