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movie.Dynamics of flecainide effects in conversion to sustained atrial fibrillation following restoration
of sinus rhythm. Electrophysiological studies demonstrate an abrupt increase in atrial fibrillation (AF)

inducibility after restoration of sinus rhythm. However, little is known about the acute effects of
antiarrhythmic drugs on the development of AF induced by electrical stimulation in patients

undergoing catheter ablation. The study group comprised 128 consecutive patients with paroxysmal
AF undergoing pulmonary vein isolation and concomitant administration of flecainide. The
therapeutic effect of flecainide was assessed with a standardized protocol, which included

assessment of AF inducibility with electrical stimulation before and after administration of flecainide.
In 75 patients (59.5%) with spontaneous AF, flecainide was an effective drug for AF termination. In

the other 53 patients (40.5%), flecainide was less effective than before induction of AF. In the
subgroup of patients with spontaneous AF, flecainide terminated AF in 36 of 59 patients (61%) with

inducible AF. In the subgroup of patients without spontaneous AF, flecainide was effective in 16 of 14
patients (93%) (P
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